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The Djow Djinn Productions association and Buda Musique present 

Kala Jula / Samba Diabaté & Vincent Zanetti 

« Mande kulu, the Mandé Mountain » 

« An incredibly melodious and airy instrumental round ... " Anne Berthod, Télérama 

Samba Diabaté: guitar, jeli ngoni / Vincent Zanetti: guitar, zena harp-lute, djembe 
Hélène Labarrière: bass/ Jacky Molard: violin, viola 

"Mande Kulu", "The Mandé Mountain" is the title of the Kala Jula’s upcoming CD to be released March 29 on Buda Musique (Paris). In 
this latest chapter of their musical ventures, Samba Diabaté and Vincent Zanetti are accompanied by two French musicians, major 

figures in European jazz and world music, the violinist Jacky Molard and bassist Hélène Labarrière. 

Made in early September 2016 at the Grande Boutique in Langonnet (a center for world music production in Brittany), the recording 
was mixed by Jacky Molard. As was the case on the two previous Kala Jula albums, all the songs are original compositions by Vincent 
Zanetti and Samba Diabate, with the exception of, "Bamanan Deli" a version of a song composed by Vincent Zanetti and the late 

Soungalo Coulibaly, the djembe drum genius who left us too soon in 2004. 
The CD release will be celebrated with several concerts performed in different formats: a duet (April 1, 2017 on the playbill of the Cully 

Jazz Festival, in Switzerland), trio (with Jacky Molard, March 29, 2017 at the Studio de l’Ermitage in Paris) and a quartet (with Hélène 
Labarrière, June 24, 2017 at the Festival of the Five Continents, in Martigny, Switzerland). This latter will be the formation for a tour 
through Switzerland and France between late September and early October 2017. 

Mixed Chords 

A brilliant ambassador of the griot musical tradition of Mali, Samba Diabate is one of Bamako's most highly-esteemed guitarists. His 

playing stands apart as much for its rhythmic richness as it does for its luminous sense of melody. From Toumani Diabaté to Cheick Ti-

diane Seck, the most prestigious contemporary ambassadors of Mandinka music call on him. 
Multi-instrumentalist, composer and producer, journalist and ethnomusicologist, specialist in West African musical traditions and dance 
accompaniment, Vincent Zanetti is one of the few white masters of the djembe drum and Mandinka rhythms. A major figure in the world 

music scene in Switzerland, he is also a donso, a member of the venerable and ancient initiatory brotherhood of hunters from the 
Mandé in Mali. In Kala Jula, he is the voice carrier, storyteller or griot depending on the different contexts. 

Constantly moving between West Africa and Europe, the two 
artists created Kala Jula in 2011. Essentially instrumental and 
acoustic, their music is deeply rooted in both the Mandinka 
tradition, blues and jazz. Entirely original compositions, their 
repertoire has already been captured on three CDs, all released by 
the Parisian label Buda Musique, and at several concert series in 
Switzerland, Mali, France, Belgium, UK and Israel.  
While the pair holds its preferred place for composition in Kala 
Jula, it simultaneously forms the nucleus of several larger 
formations that vary in location each time it is redesigned, 
depending on the different projects. In this way, they have 
collaborated on different creations: Sidikiba Coulibaly (Mali), 
fabulous donsow singer from the Mandé; Léonard Eto (Japan), 
master in the art of daïko drumming, a former member and artistic 
director of the famous troupe Kodo; trumpet player Yannick 
Barman, guitarist Jean-Philippe Zwahlen, drummer Cyril Regamey 
and accordionist Stéphane Chapuis (Switzerland), the brilliant 
ambassadors of Swiss jazz on international stages. Featuring a 
collaboration with Hélène Labarrière and Jacky Molard, "Mande 
Kulu" opens up a new chapter in Kala Jula's musical development.
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Biographies: 

Samba Diabaté (Mali) was born to a griot family from Kita. His father, 
an artist in the Instrumental Ensemble of Mali, taught him from an early 
age the art of the balafon, and it was as a balafon player that he first 
performed internationally with the singer Sali Sidiblé. A brilliant guitarist, 
he played in the legendary Djembe drummer Soungalo Coulibaly’s band 
from 1995 to 2000. He then settled down in Bamako where his uncle, 
Sayon Sissoko, initiated him into the art of Jeli n’gobi, the traditional 
griot lute.  
In parallel to his own projects, he has toured worldwide alongside 
guitarist Djelimady Tounkara (legendary founder of the famous Rail 
Band of Bamako) and collaborated with bassist Moussa Diallo in 
Denmark and Mali. Between 2006 and 2009, he was involved in the 
creation of the show “Du griot au slameur: oralités anciennes, oralités 
urbaines” at the Royaumont Abbey. Starting in 2007, he joined back up 
with mixed-style band Djinn Djow and went on tour with them in 
Switzerland and Mali. In 2011, he created the duo Kala Jula with 
Vincent Zanetti.  
Vincent Zanetti (Switzerland) is a composer, arranger, multi-
instrumentalist, and percussionist specializing in the accompaniment of 
West African dances. Formed at school by some of the most famous 
masters of traditional drummers, artistic director from 1993 to 2004 in 
the ensemble of legendary Malian djembe drum master Soungalo 
Coulibaly (died 2004), founder of the mixed-style band Djinn Djow 
(incentive prize of the canton of Valais in 2002), he has been produced 
alongside prestigious artists on the West African music scene (Youssou 
N’Dour, Boubacar “Kar Car” Traoré, Alioune Baye Der…) all while 
continuing to partner up with Swiss artists in different genres: theatre, 
song writing, jazz and improvised music.  
A collector and researcher, he created the festival Notes d’équinoxe in 
Delemont (Switzerland, 2001-2004). Since 1995, he has also been a 
journalist and radio producer specializing in world music on Radio 
Télévision Suisse (RTS). His articles have appeared in specialized 
magazines, his broadcasts and albums (several hits featured in Monde 
de la Musique) have made him a major figure in the world music scene 
of Switzerland.  
 
Hélène Labarrière (France), composer and stand-up bass player, she 
is one of the key players in the European jazz and improvised music 
scene. Her countless collaborations with the biggest names in jazz, 
from Art Farmer, Johnny Griffin and Lee Konitz to Daniel Humair and 
the Vienna Art Orchestra, her adventurous and uncompromising artistic 
approach, her musical openness - from pop through to world music- 
and the quality of her recorded productions have earned her the 
admiration and respect of even the most demanding critics. Through 
her work with Jacky Molard’s quartet, she discovered traditional music 
from Brittany, though she also ventures into projects with artists from 
West Africa, notably the singer Founé Diarra on the N’Diale project. In 
September 2016, she collaborated on the recording of Kala Jula's 3rd 
album, slated for release on Buda Musique in Paris. 
 
Jacky Molard (France) is a violinist, composer, arranger, artistic 
director and producer of numerous major recordings in folk music, 
current music and world music in Brittany. After making his debut in the 
80s, he strove to revive and revitalize traditional music from Brittany, 
especially its instrumental aspect. Fonder of several already legendary 
bands - Gwerz, Pennoù Skoulm, Archtype, Den - he has appeared 
among the great musicians from Brittany, alongside the singer Erik 
Marchand, the guitarist Jacques Pellen and his own brother, the 
traditional Breton musician Patrick Molard. In 2005, he founded the 
Innacor label, “loudspeaker for music from Brittany and the world”, with 
Erik Marchand and producer Bertrand Dupont. In 2016, he also 
appeared on Kala Jula’s 3rd album, where he was also responsible for 
the recording and mixing. 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Kala Jula / Samba Diabaté & Vincent Zanetti, Mande Kulu, 1 CD Buda Musique, official release March 29, 2017

Kala Jula / Samba Diabaté & Vincent Zanetti, Sangoyi, 1 CD Buda 2015
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Press contacts 
- for France : Sèverine Berger, +33 (0)6 77 83 62 39, severine@veevcom.com, http://veevcom.com/fr/ 

- for Switzerland: Edgar Cabrita, +41 (0)78 914 41 84, cabrita.edgar@citycable.ch 
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